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September 6, 2016 

Randall Gould, District Ranger 
Feather River Ranger District, Plumas National Forest 
875 Mitchell Ave. 
Oroville, CA 95965 
 
Subject:   Letter of Support in Response to the Proposed Challenge Community Protection and  
  Fuels Reduction (CPFR) Project 
 
Dear Randy: 
 
The Butte County State and Federal Land Use Coordinating Committee, on behalf of the Butte County 

Board of Supervisors, strongly supports the goal of reducing fuels to protect the communities in and 

around Challenge.  We would like to initiate scoping comments on this project located in Yuba and Butte 

Counties.  We understand it will be an Environmental Assessment (EA) and an authorized hazardous 

fuels reduction project under the Healthy Forest Restoration Act of 2003, as amended.  We appreciate 

Clay Davis and Jason Vermillion coming to the County’s Forest Advisory Committee meeting August 22 

to outline the project for the committee.  

The Butte County Board of Supervisors is very concerned about the viability of communities, such as  
Challenge, that exist in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) areas.  The overgrowth of the forest, 
combined with warmer temperatures and tree mortality, much of it due to bug kill, has only 
exacerbated this concern.  The impending danger to infrastructure in the area, adversely impacted 
recreational opportunities, compromised ecosystems and the potential for devastating wildfire are all 
compelling reasons to proceed with fuels reduction projects such as the CPFR presented. 
 
This project has the potential to affect historical, religious, and culturally significant properties in both 
positive and negative ways.  It should be a high priority to eliminate or minimize any negative effects 
during the planning and implementation process.  To help provide tourist opportunities and local use in 
this area, please consider a reconstruction of the interpretive trail along the old Leach Railroad grade.  
This would help provide participants of the trail a better knowledge of the area, history, and an overall 
outdoor experience.  It is desired that the trail would provide both exercise and educational elements 
along with signage detailing the historical importance of the Railroad and its impact on the development 
of the area.   
 
The community of Woodleaf and the outdoor school located there has been an attraction for the 
schoolchildren of Butte and Yuba Counties for decades.  It will be important to protect and preserve this 
asset to promote continued inspiration, enjoyment and appreciation of the surrounding forest and its 
inhabitants. 
 



Clay Davis indicated that this project will be especially challenging to put together, due to the various 
land ownerships and infrastructure woven throughout the subject area, and the large owl population.  
Additionally, the project area is in the Feather River Drainage, which is one of the most critically 
important watersheds in the state of California since it is essential to the state’s water supply.  We 
understand these concerns and ask that the plan identify land ownerships, and the impact of any 
previous or ongoing logging and vegetation treatments, as well as any previous fire activity, including 
historical fires, that may have affected the area to be treated.  In addition we anticipate that the “bug 
kill” Categorical Exemption area will be clearly mapped as part of the process. 
 
In the scoping document, you note that the area encompasses the USFS Pacific Southwest Research 
(PSWRS) Station, Challenge Experimental Forest.  Can you let us know if the PSWRS scientists will have 
any comments on this project?   Any information from them would be helpful, and we formally request 
a copy of those comments, when available. 
 
We support all measures to use and potentially reopen local biomass plants to utilize the biomass that 

will be created by this project.  However, we ask that implementation of the final Proposed Action 

include provisions that are viable alternatives to biomass removal, due to short supply of biomass plants 

and the cost of delivery, such as:  piling timber/brush in small piles that may be burned safely and 

allowing local woodcutters to have access to firewood piles under specified times and conditions.  We 

would also like to see additional outreach for use of wood chips elsewhere in the area, i.e. erosion 

control, community members’ personal use, local garden supply firms, etc.  Any unused wood materials 

remaining after two years should be piled and burned to eliminate fire hazard. 

We completely support any plan for prescribed fire and under burning, and encourage the use of 

prescribed fire as has been mandated by Region 5.   

The biological assessment should include current surveys for California Spotted Owl (CSO), Northern 

Goshawk, Pacific Fisher and American Marten.  Please show us the concentric circles for the CSO PAC, 

Territory and Home Range in your Biological assessment.  It appears, looking at the map, there are 3-5 

PACs in or adjacent to the project area – can you confirm this?  We support the plan to include and 

analyze an alternative consistent with the “Draft Interim Recommendations for the Management of 

California Spotted Owl Habitat on National Forest System Lands”, 5/29/15.  We understand Region 5 

directed all USFS supervisors in a 2/12/16 letter to consider these draft recommendations to be final.   

In closing, the Butte County Board of Supervisors strongly supports fuels reduction projects for the 

protection of WUI communities and to enhance the overall health of the forest.  In balance, we believe 

this is the best approach to reducing the danger of wildfire, improving forest health and maintaining a 

healthy biodiversity in the area.  Preventing wildfire and tree mortality by effectively managing the 

forest stands in and around WUI communities is essential.  Putting together a viable plan in an area so 

heavily populated with CSO and other wildlife having protection measures in place is a complex but 

necessary action.  It will be a challenge to protect this community while protecting the wildlife that 

many citizens move to the country to enjoy!   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul  Gosselin 

Paul Gosselin, Director of Water Resources 
Butte County Federal/State Land Use Coordinating Committee 



 


